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MEDIA RELEASE
. ' ho lm qu is t / j l f
6-26-81
Belt Valley Times + 
Great Fal ls  Tribune
BELT STUDENT AT UM 
TO STUDY SHAKESPEAREAN WOMEN
MISSOULA—
The condition of Renaissance English women as portrayed in William 
Shakespeare's plays will  be the topic of a senior honors research paper by 
Eileen Koontz of Bel t ,  who has received a $1,000 Watkins Scholarship a t  the 
University of Montana.
Koontz, a senior in English l i t e r a t u r e  a t  UM, said th a t  her study should 
determine whether Shakespeare portrayed women in his comedies, tragedies  
and h i s to r ica l  plays as they r e a l ly  lived in Renaissance England or whether 
he wrote about new concepts of women.
Her study will include selected Shakespearean plays and other l i t e r a t u r e  
from the English Renaissance period to find the s ta tus  and any changes of 
women in the Elizabethan era.
Koontz also  wants to determine whether Shakespeare grouped d i f f e r e n t  
types of women for d i f f e r e n t  kinds of plays.
Faculty adviser for Koontz*s pro jec t  i s  Dr. Walter King, professor  of 
English a t  UM.
Koontz, daughter of Marilyn S. Koontz, is  a 1978 graduate of Belt  
Valley High School. She a lso  will be studying in Burgundy, France, during 
the fa l l  on a UM study abroad program.
Since the program began in 1978, a to ta l  of 114 UM students have been
(over)
WATKINS SCHOLARSHIPS — add one
awarded the competitive Watkins Scholarships based on th e i r  prior academic 
achievements and the qual i ty  of th e i r  research proposals.  The scholarship 
funds come from the Gordon and Anna Watkins Endowment a t  UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UM alumnus who was a Welsh coal miner before 
he immigrated to the United States  in 1906. He received the doctor of 
philosophy degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1918 and an honorary 
doctor of laws degree from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in I l l i n o i s  and California un ive rs i t ie s  and was provost 
of the University of Cal ifornia a t  Riverside unti l  1956. He also authored 
several books and a r t i c l e s  on economics and labor r e la t io n s  and acted as a 
federal a r b i t r a t o r  and in terna t ional  consultant  in economics. While a t  UM, 
Anna Davis Watkins was secre tary  to the UM president and graduated in English 
in 1915. Both died in 1970.
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